Park Ridge Wonderful Workshop
Draft Recommendations
- The City’s New Comprehensive Plan -

Park Ridge Residents Review + Discuss Draft Plan Recommendations

Community Workshop | October 15th, 2019 @ 6:00 pm | O’Connor Community Building
Tuesday, October 15th, the Park Ridge Wonderful Team hosted the second of three community
workshops to garner feedback from Park Ridge residents on the City’s Comprehensive Plan.
We gathered at the O’Connor Community Building at Prospect Park, and folks came by foot,
bike, and car! Participants spanned the age spectrum and we had several new faces.
All who attended offered valuable insights on the draft recommendations and outreach
findings to date. A primary focus of many workshop participants was the desire to ensure the
recommendations could be achieved – i.e. what needs to happen and by who; how will we
measure success? Implementation is the end-goal of each recommendation, as such it is
important to note that the draft recommendations showcased at the workshop, in this
summary, and via Poll 3 are broader goals. Specific actions, projects, and community partners
are being drafted to help implement each and will be presented at the next community open
house.
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Were you unable to make it to the Workshop? Take Poll 3, which provides the opportunity to
identify your preferred plan priorities for each topic!

Workshop Overview | What Have We Learned?
As with the first workshop, Jim Brown, Community Preservation and Development Director for
the City of Park Ridge, kicked-off the evening. He welcomed everyone and emphasized how the
City appreciates and values community participation, and thanked everyone for caring about
their community
Jim then turned it over to Erin Cigliano, Principal with Teska Associates and Project
Coordinator. Erin’s presentation began with an explanation of “What Is A Comprehensive
Plan?” and what areas specifically will be addressed in Park Ridge’s Plan, including:
•
•
•
•
•

Community Character (Placemaking, Beautifications, Arts, Culture)
Economic Development (City Processes, Development, Communication, Marketing)
Land Use (Future Land Use Plan, Neighborhood Districts, Open Space, Zoning)
Sustainability (Green Initiatives, Environmental Policies, Education)
Transportation + Infrastructure (Connectivity, Walkability, Bike Plan, Safety, Utilities,
Facilities)

The remainder of the presentation covered the project phases, events, and milestones to date,
as well as project promotion and engagement activities. These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stakeholder Interviews
June 8th Farmers Market (view summary)
June 25th Community Workshop (view summary)
Poll #1 (view summary)
Student Focus Groups (view summary)
Poll #2 (view summary)
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Community Outreach Highlights

Poll 1 results yielded three main categories of findings: Greatest Assets, Opportunities for
Improvement, and Elements of Vibrant Communities
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Over two days, the project team held four focus groups with middle school students at Lincoln
and Emerson. The students focused largely on safety concerns they have when walking and
biking around town.

Read all about the complete findings from Poll #2 at the summary here!
Providing the group with an overview of project activities and outreach to date was important,
as findings from the engagement process directly informed the Draft Plan Recommendations.
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The goals that will be included in the Comprehensive Plan—a document to guide decision
making for the next 5-10 years—are the result of what the project team heard from the
community as desired priorities.

Activity Time: Prioritizing Draft Recommendations
Around the room were a series of stations representing the five core Chapters of the Plan: (1)
Economic Development + Land Use, (2) Sustainability, (3) Transportation, (4) Housing, and (5)
Placemaking. At each station there were two large posters: an Outreach Poster that included
infographics summarizing engagement findings related to that topic/chapter, and a Priorities
Poster that listed Draft Recommendations based on outreach findings. Workshop participants
were each given 20 stickers and asked to identify their top four recommendations in each area.
Additional input and new ideas were also encouraged via open response idea boards. A sixth
station, “Let’s Talk Character!,” focused on gathering input related to the neighborhood
commercial districts outside of Uptown.
The top priorities (as determined by stickers at each activity station) are listed below, along
with direct quotes and comments shared by participants.

TOP 4: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT + LAND USE
1.
2.
3.
4.

Create an “Open for Business” communication strategy to promote and market Park Ridge
Recruit industries / businesses that align with market data and diversify the City’s tax base
Consider the addition of neighborhood open space opportunities as they arise
Make clear decisions on desired business/uses in areas instead of the special use process
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Other comments:

TOP 4: SUSTAINABILITY
1. Incorporate green tech/energy efficiency into City operations and assets (i.e. transition to
electric vehicle fleet, LED street lights, etc.)
2. Promote green infrastructure solutions to reduce flooding, such as permeable pavers, rain
gardens, bioswales, and native plantings
3. Integrate environmental planning into local development codes and regulations
4. Set standards to support and guide at-home composting on residential property
Other comments:
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TOP 4: TRANSPORTATION
1. Enhance walkability through pedestrian safety/comfort improvements at key locations
2. Support Pace, Metra, and CTA initiatives to improve service
3. Continue implementation of the City’s 2018 Bike Plan to complete a safe and wellconnected bicycle network
4. Promote use of and safe access to the Des Plaines River Trail by improving bicycle and
pedestrian connections to the trail
Other comments:

TOP 4: HOUSING
1. Support a range of housing types, sizes, and price points to serve all Park Ridge
households
2. Create a larger market for neighborhood businesses by expanding 2-unit, 3-unit, and
multifamily housing near Dee Road, Metra, Higgins Road, and Lutheran
General/Dempster
3. Foster opportunities for both for-sale housing and well-designed rental housing that
meets gaps in the housing market
4. Provide a range of housing options for seniors – from active adult to age-in-place to
senior housing AND (tied) Promote vibrant neighborhoods through a variety of
amenities and housing types appropriate to the character of each area
Other comments:

TOP 4: PLACEMAKING
1. Partner with schools and parks to support neighborhood programming, community
gardens, and eco-education
2. Maintain pedestrian-friendly environment in Uptown
3. Create pleasant places to sit and walk in commercial areas outside of Uptown
4. Consider public art, greenspace, and sustainability as part of the development review
process

→
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COMMUNITY COMMENTS: NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICTS + CHARACTER
Dee Road

South Park
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Higgins Road

Lutheran General/Dempster Street

Other
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Next Steps
Were you unable to make it to the Workshop? Take Poll 3, which provides the opportunity to
select your preferred plan priorities. Keep in mind that the priorities noted are broad and
specific draft actions and partners are being drafted to help Park Ridge implement each goal.
Receive project updates by entering your email via the Follow button on the project website.
After clicking Follow, be sure to check your email to confirm your subscription.
As always, THANK YOU, Park Ridgers for your participation and helping shape the future of
your City! Stay tuned for upcoming details on a final community workshop to celebrate all your
hard work.
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